
 
Pasadena ISD English I Pre-AP Summer Reading Assignment 

 

What is the goal of my Summer Reading Assignment? 
The goals of this Summer Reading Assignment are for you to: 

1. Read! 

2. Show your English I Pre-AP teacher how well you can comprehend and analyze a text. 
 

What text am I reading? 
Life As We Knew It by Susan Beth Pfeffer 
High school sophomore Miranda’s disbelief turns to fear in a split second when an asteroid knocks the moon closer 

to Earth. The result is catastrophic. Told in a year’s worth of journal entries, this heart-pounding story chronicles 

Miranda’s struggle to hold on to the most important resource of all—hope—in an increasingly desperate and 

unfamiliar world. This is the first novel of the wildly popular series. The other three books in the series are: The 

Dead and the Gone, This World We Live In, and The Shade of the Moon. 

● New paperback copies are available online at Barnes and Noble for about $6.00 and on Amazon for under 

$6.00. (http://www.amazon.com/Life-Knew-Susan-Beth-Pfeffer/dp/0152061541) 
● Used copies are acceptable. 

 

What is my assignment? 
Your assignment has two parts: a dialectical journal and a writing sample: 

● Dialectical Journal 
o What is it? A dialectical journal is a mental conversation between you and the novel. Yours will have 

six entries: two from chapters 1-7, two from chapters 8-14, and two from chapters 15-21. 

o How do I do it? 

1. Choose one of the following three characters to study as you read the novel: Miranda, Matt, 

or Laura. 

2. Fold a piece of paper in half and draw a line down the middle 

3. On the left side of the page, record quotes that reveal changes in the personality of your 

selected character. Be sure to include the page number. 

4. On the right side of the page, record your commentary on each quote. 

5. Consult the Responses Guide on page two of this assignment for help with appropriate 

quote selection. 
● Writing Sample 

o Write an essay that explains how your character changes over the course of the novel.  Use textual 
evidence from your dialectical journal to support your ideas. (required essay length: 200 words) 

o Your essay should reflect your best work. 
 

You should also be prepared to take any variety of assessments to demonstrate you read the book when you 
return to school. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Life-Knew-Susan-Beth-Pfeffer/dp/0152061541


What if I have questions? 
 

Pasadena ISD 
HS ELAR District Specialist 
Amber Baccigalopi - abaccigalopi@pasadenaisd.org 

Career and Technical HS 
Pre-AP Teacher: Matt Gomez - matgomez@pasadenaisd.org 
Campus Content Specialist: Abby Morris - awmorris@pasadenaisd.org 

Dobie HS 
Pre-AP Teachers: Jeff Spencer - jspencer@pasadenaisd.org; Steve Cassity - scassity@pasadenaisd.org 
Campus Content Specialist: Rachel Daniel - rjdaniel@pasadenaisd.org 

Pasadena HS 
Pre-AP Teachers: Dennis Easington - deasington@pasadenaisd.org; Jennifer Freestone - jfreestone@pasadenaisd.org 
Campus Content Specialist: Melodneice Burt - mburt@pasadenaisd.org 

Pasadena Memorial HS 
Pre-AP Teachers: Carrie Burge - cburge@pasadenaisd.org; Ashley Wrenn - awrenn@pasadenaisd.org 
Campus Content Specialist: Mona Robinson - morobinson@pasadenaisd.org 

Sam Rayburn HS 
Pre-AP Teacher: Carlos Marquina- cmarquina@pasadenaisd.org 
Campus Content Specialist: Lacey Lee- llee@pasadenaisd.org 

South Houston HS 
Pre-AP Teachers: Sherry Hart - sjhart@pasadenaisd.org; Brieanne Stewart - bstewart@pasadenaisd.org 
Campus Content Specialist: Stephanie Spitzer - sspitzer@pasadenaisd.org 

 

Dialectical Journal Responses Guide 
Characterization is the process by which the writer reveals the personality of a character.  Characterization is 

revealed through direct characterization and indirect characterization. 
Direct Characterization tells the audience what the personality of the character is. 

Example: “The patient boy and quiet girl were both well mannered and did not disobey their mother.” 

Explanation: The author is directly telling the audience the personality of these two children. The boy is “patient” 

and the girl is “quiet.” 

Indirect Characterization shows things that reveal the personality of a character.  Use the STEAL (Speech, 

Thoughts, Effect on Others, Actions, Looks) method to guide your thinking. 

Speech What does the character say? How does the character speak? 

Thoughts What is revealed through the character’s private thoughts and feelings? 

Effect on others 
toward the character 

What is revealed through the character’s effect on other people? How do other 

characters feel or behave in reaction to the character? 

Actions What does the character do? How does the character behave? 

Looks What does the character look like? How does the character dress? 
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Pasadena ISD Summer Reading 
Dialectical Journal Rubric 

Proficiency 
Descriptor 

Rubric Criteria 

Critical 
Reader 

 

● Meaningful quotations that reveal the character’s changing personality have been chosen 
from each of the three sections of the novel 

● Correct page numbers included for all quotations 
● Thoughtful commentary about the text explores the selected character’s development 
● Journal is neat, organized, and professional looking; student has followed directions in the 

organization of journal 

Thoughtful 
Reader 

 

● Not all quotations reveal meaningful aspects of the character’s changing personality 
● Quotations chosen from each of the three sections of the novel 
● Correct page numbers included for all quotations 
● Commentary is thoughtful and explores the selected character’s development but some 

entries may be underdeveloped 
● Journal is neat and readable; student has followed directions in the organization of journal 
 

Literal 
Reader 

 

● Quotations may be vague and contain few relevant details from the text 
● Limited coverage of the text; not all three sections have the required number of entries 
● Not all quotations include correct page numbers 
● Some commentary is plot summary or paraphrase 
● Commentary regarding the character’s personality lacks depth 
● Did not follow directions in organizing journal; difficult to read or follow; evidence of having 

been hurriedly done in one sitting 
 

 

 


